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Zoning is…..

• A form of local land regulation (~30,000 municipalities in the U.S.)
• Almost 100 years old (1926 Euclid vs. Ambler) 
• Rules on what type of development gets built where 
• Identified as a driving force in policy issues related to:

• Affordability of Housing
• Overuse of Environmental Resources (“sprawl”)
• Automobile Dependency 
• Small Business Development + Entrepreneurship
• Segregation + Inequality  



California’s SB9 and SB10

Local Land Use Debates 



National Zoning Atlas 
• Started in 2021
• Online database key aspects of zoning to enable comparisons across 

jurisdictions, illuminate regional and statewide trends

• National, publicly available dataset to democratize zoning information, 
inform zoning reform, and narrow an information gap that favors land 
speculators, institutional investors, over community residents 



Zoning Ordinances 

• Publicly available, municipal regulations
• Range from 20 to 800+ pages 



Zoning Maps 



Methodology 

• Standardize data collection guidelines 
• Regulations by zoning district, municipality 
• Current as of June 2022 (or later) 

• Residential Density, Minimum Lot Sizes, 
Setbacks, Height, Lot Coverage, Use, Parking, 
Overlay, Affordable Housing/ Special District 
Treatments, Accessory Dwelling Units…..

• Interactive, Geospatial database     



Geospatial Database 

https://frontierinstitute.org/reports/the-montana-zoning-atlas-2-0/













Residential Zoning: Las Vegas 



Single Family Zoning: Las Vegas 



Multi-Family Zoning: Las Vegas



Accessory Dwelling Units Allowed



SF Residential w/ Minimum Parking Requirements



SF Residential: No Minimum Parking Requirements 



Data Reports: 
County  Snapshots





North Texas: Preliminary Analysis

16-county DFW region
• 231 zoning-eligible municipalities 

196 zoned municipalities (as of June 2022)
16 = average # zoning districts/municipality (median = 15)

176 = average # pages/ordinance (median = 133)
3,168 zoning districts in DFW region

- 50.3% (1,594) Primarily Residential
- 17.0% (540) Mixed Residential
- 29.6% (938) Non-Residential



N = 3,168
Excludes the city of Dallas

Zoning Trends: DFW Region 



Zoning Trends: DFW Region 



Zoning Trends: DFW Region 
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Denton County
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Tarrant County
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Mentimeter Slides: What Do YOU Need? 



Project Schedule 

DFW Region
• March 2024 Data Release

• Available on NZA website

Central Texas (Austin-San Antonio)
• Fall 2023: Data Collection
• Summer 2024: Data Release 

2024 -
• Geographic Expansion
• Reports + Analysis
• Public Outreach
• Course Materials 



Thank You!  

For Questions + Collaborations: 

Lauren Ames Fischer, PhD
Lauren.fischer@unt.edu

This work is made possible with funding from:  

mailto:Lauren.fischer@unt.edu
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